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By THERESE SMITH COX 

DAUr WAn. STAFF 


LWEHAHA SPRINGS 
— A visitor to this 

Pocahontas 


IfX: tiling 

• % jiley might notice up Lodge land, a iyii spuiia- 
( <n the hiiside a few rundown men’s club and the states firsi 
cabin* and a crumbling stone wild animal preserve, is un- 
foundation. dergoing a rebirth. 

But -tate Sen. Walt Helmick “Our intent is to develop the 
sees beyond the peeling paint property as it once was,” 
and the vacant footprint of a Helmick said. 

report lodge that fire de- Helmick, and his wife, Rita. 
Proved in 1983. bought the 200 acres two 

1 he Marlin ton resident and years ago from Charleston 


Passers-by often recognize 
the lost landmark, located just 
off W.Va. 92 nine miles east of 
Marlinton, by its massive en- 

■ Turn to FOUND 9A 


physicians David Seidler and 
Jack Tolliver for $450,000. 
They estimate it may take an¬ 
other $2 million to build a 
lodge and cabins and restoie 
existing buildings. 





oove, once a genteel country hotel and the first anii. , , m irk D-Pocahonlas and I 

S22TV* We8 ’ V1, 9 lnla ’ ,h * Allegheny Lodge in L 31 He ,me lodge exactly as it wa. 
aha Springs burned down in 1983. State Sen. w"' [f ^in bottling the property 
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rntugt* tad ruiling 
It*font tall l/«a for lorn 
for llw m cottign 
Already Helmirk hot re- 
pound water I tort la (Jaw htliavte 
■p n sgs • »htrf» gush 709.000 
mapfy dear and chilly gallon* 
of water a day — and installed 
a small bottling plant Me ex¬ 
perts to begin bottling toon and 
b«ve i«k-ounr* and 12-ounce 
rwwtaineri of Minnehaha Mart in 
■lores in November. 

"The water never tees day¬ 
light,* Heimirlt laid 'It u pure 
The bottling plant will be a 
very arnall operation to see 


what the market wtll hear If 
market determination la made 
•e re looting at count rwiir.g % 
larger plant We wndertUnd the 
valoa of water mr/re than they 
did m 1*12 ’ 

Within two yean contrsu.tr>r- 
should finish building the new 
12-room hotel to resembi* the 
ongmaJ 115 000 'handv,fr.* and 
commodious clubhouse * a* de¬ 
scribed in a 1911 Pocahontas 
Time* newspaper story quoting 
game warden J A Vique3ney 
who bright the McElwee farm 
with hi* deputy that year 

A W-seat restaurant will span 
the fourth floor of the 14- 
dormer lodge, *et with two or 
three front porches fireplace* 
and a bride floor, using vune 
original material* found on the 
site. Helmiok said 

The «pectacular view from 
the original. *till-*tanding. 
curved stairway focuses 
through the Knapp s Creek Val¬ 
ley to rows of verdant moun¬ 
tains downs of mile?, in the dis- 
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Lance Goesu once walked the 

breezy veranda in the impos¬ 
ing Southern-plantation stvie 

lodge. 

'In the winter on coid bnak 


days, you can fens a nut smn- 
'a* issd ate a .«r. sf Crr-i War 
taetory * Behcet sasd seexg 
toat the resort he* only 24 xaie* 
from toe Homestead a Virginia 
29 miles from •ecwtRce Vt,-.»xn- 
u.a and 29 antes from The 
Oreessner 
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Heasnrfc taut le vices 
populate ta »aserEng r 



three-time Qtympae gofd medal 
Claude fQIiy aayed 



weii as natters from ses-erai 
cooiar.es We« Virgsna gr^er- 
aon Wiiitaa Glasscock aad 
Wti.iam MaeCortfe were ong:- 
nai members of the ^omnes i 
dob according to the Fail Ih91 
Gobiensea magazine 
Of note were the dozens of 
dk that once roomed the dwb i 
original i.Hf acres :sough 
they were considered extinct in 
the state as of 1*75 Viqwesaey 
had hired cowboys a 1912 to 
round op several Rocky Moun¬ 
tain eik and ship them by rail¬ 
road car to Minnehaha Springs. 
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■ Continued From 1A 

trance — an English Tudor tim¬ 
bered-type gate flanked by huge 
natural stone piers. 

But what’s inside the entrance 
will draw visitors, Helmick 
said. 

This week, workmen John and 
Marshall Smith and Harry Whit¬ 
ing are scraping old paint from 
the clapboard siding on Piecrust 
and Suco cottages and cutting 
some 100-foot-tall trees for lum¬ 
ber for five new cottages. 

Already, Helmick has re¬ 
paired water lines to the hillside 
springs - which gush 700,000 
crisply clear and chilly gallons 
of water a day — and installed 
a small bottling plant. He ex¬ 
pects to begin bottling soon and 
have 16.9-ounce and 12-ounce 
containers of Minnehaha Mist in 
stores in November. 

“The water never sees day¬ 
light,” Helmick said. “It is pure 
“The bottling plant will be a 
very small operation to see 


what the market will bear. If 
market determination is made, 
we’re looking at constructing a 
larger plant. We understand the 
value of water more than they 
did in 1912.” 

Within two years, contractors 
should finish building the new 
12-room hotel, to resemble the 
original $15,000 “handsome and 
commodious clubhouse,” as de¬ 
scribed in a 1911 Pocahontas 
Times newspaper story quoting 
game warden J.A. Viquesney, 
who bought the McElwee farm 
with his deputy that year. 

A 60-seat restaurant will span 
the fourth floor of the 14- 
dormer lodge, set with two or 
three front porches, fireplaces 
and a brick floor, using some 
original materials found on the 
site, Helmick said. 

The spectacular view from 
the original, still-standing, 
curved stairway focuses 
through the Knapp’s Creek Val¬ 
ley to rows of verdant moun¬ 
tains dozens of miles in the dis- 
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Lance Gu< »ts once walked the 
bree zy verandas in fhr* irnpo.H- 
mu Southern plantation style 

lodge. 

’In the winter, on cold, brisk 


days, you can look /it lb** moon 
lain . and see a lol ol < ivil War 

history, M Helmick said, noting 
that the resort lies only 24 miles 
from th** llomeste/id in Virginia, 
29 miles horn Snowshoo Moun 
tain and 39 miles from The 
Greenbrier, 

Luminaries such as Nobel 
Prize winner Pearl Buck and 
three time Olympic gold medal 
skier .lean Claud** Killy stayed 
at the old Allegheny Lodge, as 
well /is visitors from several 
countries. West Virginia g ov<*i 
nors William Glasscock and 
William MacCorkle were origl 
nal members of the sportsmen’s 
club, according to the Fall 1991 
Goldenseal magazine. 

Of note were the dozens of 
elk that once roamed the club's 
original h.000 acres, though 
they were considered extinct in 
the state as of 1875 Vi(|iiesri*y 
had hired cowboys in 1912 to 
round up several Rocky Moun¬ 
tain elk and ship them by rail 
road ear to Minnehaha Springs, 


wh«n lh**ir de*r<-nd.intH lived 

until 1990, ^ 

Ffforts to find home* p, f 
last four **lk, whieh trekked to 
neighbors' farms arid ate crop ; 
laih-d They had to is put down 
Helmick saul h<* hop*n to r»* 

popidate bis emerging '‘duality 
small resort" with elk, 

Meanwhile, workers urn 
restoring t.h<* cottages for later 
rental. The Helmieks, both of 
whom spend much tirn** in 
Charleston where she works, 
plan to move from th*-ir down 
town Marlinton house to a ru 
tie, green pained cabin that 
sits at t.h** apex of the open 
meadow, overlooking the old 
nine-hole golf eoume, the rdh* 
range, the wading pool, the cot¬ 
tages and the soon-to-be-built 

lodge. 

“I want to make it right, 
Helmick said. "We’ve K«t a lot 

of work to do 

Writer Thereto Smith Cox can t* 
reached at 348-4874 or by e-mail at 

therese^dailymall.com. 
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Senator, wife want to bring life 
back into Allegheny Lodge 

By THERESE SMITH COX Senate finance chairman 
DAiLV MAIL STAFF sions 10 quaint cottage 


XTArolling Pocahontas The once-famous Allegheny 4iP|TaR jy 

untv valley might notice up Lodge land, a 1912 sports- ' ' Vita, 
on the hillside a few rundown men’s club and the state’s first 

cabins and a crumbling stone wild animal preserve, is un- _ s 

foundation. dergoing a rebirth. 

But state Sen. W’alt Helmick “Our intent is to develop the physicians David Seidler and 

>ees beyond the peeling paint property as it once was, - ’ Jack Tolliver for $450 000 

*nd the vacant footprint of a Helmick said. They estimate it may take an 

evort lodge that fire de- Helmick, and his wife, Rita other $2 million to build a 

V i t a a bou £ ht tfle 200 acres two lodge and cabins and restore 

I he Marlinton resident and years ago from Charleston existing buildings 


early in his 
West Side al 
ligent landh 
erty code vi< 
owners to i 


week when he retires from the de¬ 
partment, he’ll instead start a new ca- 

- -reer tracking down people who don’t 

has made take care of their property. 
Charlestons . “HI still be: policing i* jus]la d* 


VX « m for ..himself 
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Aileahany Lodge ... A Secluded Mountain Paradise 
Antique-Furnished Resort in the Pocahontas Highlands 


_ _. | nrin© is a four-season moumain 

charm and 

retreat whrch jeatu which accom- 

Valley and 

U^lMhany Mountains Six fully-equipped cottages 
nSld away amidst lOff tall pines ontheresort s 
SSSSSISSi adjoin the more than 800 000 acre 
ivto^ongaheia National Forest And only four mites 
away^s the 1-million acre George Washington 

National Forest. 

Sportsmen can experience a myriad of prime hunt- 
Ina and fishing at both National Forests while enjoying 
me quamf accommodations and scrumptious coun ry 
cooking offered dt the Alleghany Lodge Nearby nvers 
and streams challenge the fisherman with bass and 
trout The forests abound with bear. deer, wild turkey, 
grouse and a variety of small game. 

The Lodge’s great room features a close-up look at 
many of these, (they're stuffed, of course!), while relax- 
og by a roaring fire or socializing in the lounge area. 
You can even sharpen your marksman skills on the 

Lodge s Skeet Range. 

Golfers can play at a local 9-hole course or enjoy 
me championship courses of the famous Greenbrier in 
Wh *e Sulphur Springs or the Homestead in Hot Springs. 
Virginia. Both are within 30 miles of the Lodge 

Skiing enthusiasts have easy access to some of the 
oest skiing in mid-America at Snowshoe Ski Resort 


which boasts a 1.500’ vertical, miles of interconrw- • 
trails and 7 triple chair lifts ^ Tlr 

Other attractions popular with lodge guests 
the Cass Scenic Railroad, the Green Bank Obsei\ r 
Pearl Buck’s home and the quality shops of 

Greenbrier or the Gristmill Square located near 
Homestead 

Breakfast and dinner are served Daily Cou 
style, in the Lodge s dining room located on the low 
lever of the main Lodge The lower lever also oft* 
sports challenge in the Game Room with billiards 0 , 

ping pong. 

Or you can just relax in a swing or wicker rocki: 
chair on one of the many porches and take in >■ 
breathtaking natural beauty of this unspoiled lai 

The Alleghany Lodge is truly a mountain para* - 
to be enjoyed during all seasons. We hope you ll Jon 
soon because you'll want to return again and a ; : 

Call or write for our current rates which Inclu 
breakfast and dinner Groups can be accommodau 
upon request. 


Garnie R. Stidham 
Owner 
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Pine Crest cabin guests enjoy a visit from an elk herd 



Richmond 
VA 
3 Hrs. 


Washington 
D.C. 

3V» Hrs. 


Charleston 
WV 
2Vi Hrs. 


Kno»r/1lle 

Tenn 


VA 

2% Hrs. 


Winston-Salem 
NC 

4% Hrs. 


Pittsburgh. PA 
3% Hrs. 


Snowshoe 
Ski Resort 
45 Minutes 


4 Hrs 


,ri ® Alleghany lodge is located 9 miles east of Marlinton. West Virginia on Route 39. 

’'*o 64 or Route 60 to White Sulphur Springs, then go north on 92 to Route 39 At Route 39 go west for 
i<X 0 rr dies to Minnehaha Springs The entrance to the Alleghany Lodge will be on your left 

far reservations and information contoct. 

Alleghany Lodge 
Minnehaha Springs WV 24960 
304 /99 4671 









Minnehaha Springs, W. Va. 24960 
304 - 799 - 4871 


RATES 

PIECRUST COTTAGE ••••;•• - 

^-bedrooms, hath, silting area — Sleeps 5 

GI EST APARTMENT .. .. 

^-bedrooms, kitchen, shower-bath, living room 
with sleeper couch Sleeps S 


l arge bedroom with 2 double beds, living room 
with sleeper couch, kitchenette, bath — Sleeps 6 

green cottage. 

1-bedroom, shower, living room with 2-sleeper 
couches Sleeps 6 


PINECREST COTTAGE. 

2-bedrooms, kitchen, living room with sleeper couch 
dining room, large porch and fireplace 
bath-shower Sleeps 6-8 


EDGEWOOD COTTAGE. 

2-small bedrooms, l-large bedroom, kitchenette 
lx. mg room with sleeper couch, fireplace — Sleeps 6 


l*-Bedrooms in Main Lodge Building Sleeping 2 to 4 persons. Some with private bath. 
Pr ce ranges from S25.00 to S50.00 per person double occupancy. $12.50 for added cot. 5% W. Va. 
tain ut not included. 

Discounts 3-Days Less 15% The Above Rates 

4- Days Less 20% Do Mol Include Meals. 

5- Days Less 30% 

7-Days Less 35% 

Deposit & ( ancellation Procedures (Cottage Rentals) 

* V** of total b<! »doc » uhiri 14 Jaw of booking reservation Remainder isdue uponcheck-in. Payment accepted 
' rv. k*. Personal ( beck. VISA or Mastcrchargc. 

* rf. .r My dci'otjl per unit will be collected for ALl cottages upon check in. This will be returned 

w " ■'** ■"* • * r ' ' n«. Uier than 12 00 Noon and no damage or loss has oceurcd to the cottage 

* *****^ *< * wmciUtiow u made more than WlUavs prior to dale of arrival, your deposii will be relundcd minus a 
.. m w»»«4 If cancellation » made 30 days or less prior to arrival, the enure deposit will he 


I r • '•** w hr ter w-«J family stvlc lliraktavt 6 00 AM 9 IX) \M. Dinner MW PM - 8 00 
f P® (Iat mil intituled) 

*" •'* *»*td ai AUrghrnv I odge However, beer and wine mav be pure hated at loal 

* adtt •••) *i Maiknlon. W Va Mists and w»ll drinks are available at the main 








